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ment was stationed. Sight of the familiar sentries was
reassuring.
The Southern Mahratta Railway of those days was not
renowned for its efficiency, and the trains did not always run
according to schedule. In fact we had a good hour to wait
on the platform, and one of our number thought he would
pass the time by acquainting himself with a native woman.
He detached himself from the rest of us and made con-
versation with her. What he said I do not know, but it
failed to elicit a favourable response. The only reply he
received was a slap in the face. As is the custom in those
parts, the woman was swathed in bangles, and the inter-
loper returned with his face badly cut and bleeding pro-
fusely. Had it not been for the wound he might have got
away with it, but when we were paraded just before boarding
the train, the Lieutenant in charge naturally asked him
what had happened. Thinking that for a native to strike a
white man was inexcusable, no matter what the provocation,
the soldier admitted that the woman had struck him, and
the woman, when questioned, insinuated that he had made
an improper suggestion. Luckily there were no witnesses
as to what exactly took place, and the matter was allowed
to rest.
The train was packed. Natives were huddled together
with their legs drawn up almost under their chins, which is a
favourite posture. They are undoubtedly born contor-
tionists ! Everybody seemed to be arguing with everybody
else, and it was a relief when the whistle blew and we began
to move. A feature of the line was the number of level-
'Ctossings, and there was always the chance of a stray
bullock or other live stock getting in the way. As we were
drawing out of Gindy, the station before St. Thomas's
Mount, there was a crash. The carriages seemed to go up
as if they were about to telescope and then fall down sud-
denly. I was thrown across the compartment and found
myself on the floor badly shaken and considerably bruised,
I had been wearing my cork helmet, which didn't soften
the blow.
The cause of the trouble was soon discovered.   We had